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Agricultural Permit (Chickens) 

The City of Ottawa allows residents to keep chickens and/or bees within City Limits provided that 
the owner obtains an Agricultural Permit and abides by certain animal restrictions. The fee to 
apply for a new or renewal permit is $20.00.  

 
 

Permit Requirements and Restrictions 
Section 1: Chickens Allowed When. Notwithstanding Section 24-602 of the City of 
Ottawa Zoning Regulations up to five (5) female chickens may be maintained as part of a 
single-family residence on lots up to three (3) acres in size, and only upon the issuance of 
a permit therefor submitted by the property owner, approved by the director of Community 
Development or his or her designee, and issued by the city clerk. 
 
Section 2. Permits. A Chicken Permit shall be required to keep or maintain chickens 
in accordance with this section on any premises less than three acres within the City. 

a) Permits will be granted and renewed on a biennial basis and shall expire on 
the first day of March in the second year after issuance or renweal. The City 
Clerk with assistance from the Community Development Department shall 
determine whether to approve, conditionally approve, or deny the 
application. In approving or denying the application, the City Clerk may 
consider all relevant factors including, but not limited to, the following: 
1. Whether the applicant has complied with all regulations provided for in 

this ordinance and the City of Ottawa Municipal Code and City of Ottawa 
Zoning Regulations. 

2. Any prior complaints, charges, or convictions for nuisance or other 
animal or property maintenance related violations involving the applicant 
or owner of the property. 

b) If the City Clerk denies a permit, notice of the denial shall be given in writing 
to the permit holder at the address provided for in the application, identifying 
the reasons for the denial and the opportunity for review by the City 
Manager, or their designee. Such decision shall be final. 

c) Submission of an application to the City shall be deemed to be the consent 
of the applicant to the right of entry and inspection of the premises sought to 
be permitted at all reasonable times with the applicant, or applicant’s 
representative, present. 

Section 3: Standards and Regulations. Female chickens permitted under this section 
shall be kept and maintained under the following standards: 

(a) Female chickens shall be provided access to both a predator-proof fenced coop and a 
fenced run which shall be built in compliance with all building code requirements and 
setback regulations applicable to residential accessory structures, and in no event shall be 
located: 

1. Closer than 10 feet to the property line of an adjoining property; 
2. Closer than 50 feet to any house or other building located on developed 
property other than the residence or lot on which the coop is located; 
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3. Anywhere other than the rear yard of the property; or 
4. Upon land not owned by the permit holder, unless the permit holder is a 
Tenant who has obtained the written consent of the owner. 

 
(b) The permit holder shall comply with all orders and regulations issued by the animal 
control officer or other legal authority in the event of outbreak in the region of any disease 
or affliction potentially affecting or being passed by fowl, or in the event of any other 
matter of public health or safety necessity. 
(c) There shall be no outdoor slaughtering of chickens. 
 
Section 4. Penalty. Violation of any term of this section or condition of the permit may 
result in revocation of the permit. The Municipal Judge shall have the authority to order 
any seized animal confined, destroyed or removed from the City and assess costs against 
the owner. The penalty for the violation of any provision of this Article shall be fixed by the 
Municipal Court and shall not exceed the penalties for a Class C misdemeanor for a first 
offense and a Class B misdemeanor for any second or subsequent offense.
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Accessory Animal Permit Application  (Chicken) 
 ☐ New Application   ☐  Renewal  

Name:   
 

Address:   
 

Telephone Number:  Home: ______________    Work: _______________    Cell: _______________  
 

E-mail:   
 

Residential Property Ownership: (select one option below) 
☐ I own the residential property, which is my principal residence. 

☐ I am a tenant or renter of the property. Written permission of the property owner is required to make 
an application for a residential permit. 

Lot Size: _______________   Number of Chickens Requested: ________ Pen Size: ______________ 
 
Site Plan (map of the area including where chickens, coops and runs will be positioned) 
☐ Attached a copy of the residential site plan for City staff to review. The plan should identify the 

existing fencing in the rear yard. (City staff can provide an image of your yard for the plan). 
 
I have read the items below. I understand and agree to abide by the following conditions 
of this permit: 

☐ I authorize the Community Development Officers of the City to inspect the 
shelter and living conditions of these animals. 

☐  I will ensure that the animals will be kept and maintained at all times in a safe and 
sanitary manner and will not, at any time, constitute or contribute to a public nuisance. 

☐  I will ensure that the animals do not violate the animal control ordinances of Ottawa. 
I will not allow them to run at large, emit disturbing noises or odors, or otherwise disturb the 
peace. 

☐  I will obey the requirements and restrictions of this permit, including minimum 
distances from property lines when erecting or moving an animal shelter. 

☐  I will notify the City if there are substantial changes to the shelter arrangements described herein. 
 
☐  If my property is subject to private deed restrictions, covenants, or conditions, 

said documents do not prohibit the activities allowed by this permit. 
 
In accordance with the Ottawa Municipal Code, I will continue to meet all of the foregoing 
conditions and requirements. I hereby swear or affirm that all information in this application 
is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true and correct. 

Signature:   Date:   
 
FOR OFFICIAL USE: 

OFFICIAL:   Date:   
 
CITY CLERK: _________________________________________________ 
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