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CITY COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Commission Chambers 

101 S. Hickory, Ottawa, Kansas 
Minutes of June 20, 2012 

The City Governing Body met at 9:30 am this date for the Regular City Commission Meeting with 
the following members present and participating to wit:  Mayor Jorgensen, Commissioner 
Richards, Commissioner Caylor, Commissioner Ramsey, and Commissioner Reed. A quorum 
was present.   
 
The Mayor called the meeting to order and welcomed the Chamber Audience and led the Pledge 
of Allegiance to the American flag and the invocation was given by Director of 
Planning/Codes/Inspections Wynndee Lee.  
 
Consent Agenda 
Commissioner Reed made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Richards, to approve the 
consent agenda. The consent agenda included the agenda, minutes from the June 4, 2012 Study 
Session and the June 6, 2012 Regular Meeting. The motion was considered and upon being put, 
all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the Consent Agenda duly approved.  
 
Public Comments 
None offered at this time.  
 
Declaration 
The Mayor asked the City Commission for declarations of any conflict or outside communications 
that might influence their ability to impartially consider today’s issues and come to a fair decision.  
None were declared. 
 
Second Quarter Recognition of City Employees 
The Governing Body acknowledged second quarter recognition of city employees. Employees 
recognized have been promoted or have recently completed educational and professional 
development programs. The following employees were recognized: 
 
 Adam Weingartner – Police 

Adam was promoted to the position of Police Captain. Along with his new duties as 
Captain, Adam will continue to command the Patrol Division and oversee the daily 
activities of all patrol personnel. 
 
David Buehler – Utilities/Water Production 
Shawn Dillon – Fire 
Tom Yahl – Planning and Codes 
These three employees successfully completed the 2011-12 Leadership Franklin County 
program. The program focuses on civic leadership and community engagement; this year 
the class completed a public service project that supported the free smoke detector 
program for residents of Franklin County. 
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Kyle Thurman – Public Works/Parks 
Kyle has become a Certified Playground Safety Inspector. The CPSI program is offered by 
the National Certification Board in coordination with the National Park and Recreation 
Association and the National Playground Safety Institute. CPSIs are certified to inspect 
playgrounds for safety hazards and to ensure compliance with national standards set by 
American Society for Testing and Materials and Consumer Product Safety Commission. 
 
Kyle Thurman – Public Works/Parks 
DJ Welsh – Public Works/Parks 
Justin McCurdy – Public Works/Streets 
Ray Hamilton – Public Works/Streets 
Scott Davis – Public Works/Cemetery 
These City employees have become certified arborists, trained in the cultivation, 
management and study of trees, shrubs, vines and other perennial woody plants, with a 
focus on the health and safety of individual plants and trees.  
 
Ray Hamilton – Public Works/Streets 
Ray has been reclassified to the position of Heavy Equipment Operator, Public 
Works/Streets. 
 
Dave Piotrowsky – Planning and Codes 
Dave has earned the designation of Certified Building Official. Testing for this certification 
reviews the applicant’s knowledge of building, plumbing, mechanical and electrical codes, 
as well as expects a high level of understanding in the administrative areas of code 
enforcement, including financial management and records, personnel management, 
communications with other agencies and legal issues. 
 
Terry Seaton 

 Terry has moved into a new position as Service Technician. 
 
 Richard U. Nienstedt – City Manager 

Richard has completed the League of Kansas Municipalities’ Municipal Leadership 
Academy, Level II. This continuing education program provides an interactive curriculum of 
specialized instruction to develop the knowledge and enhance the leadership abilities of 
those who serve the cities of Kansas.  

 
City Manager’s Report 
City Manager Richard Nienstedt reported on the following: 

 Joint City/County/USD 290 Luncheon today at noon at City Hall 

 A short executive session is needed. 
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Commissioners’ Reports 
Commissioner Richards reported on the following: 

 He is pleased to see progress around the community, including the Goody’s building 
renovation and a convenience store expanding. 

 
Commissioner Caylor reported on the following: 

 She thanked the City employees who took the initiative and volunteered for extra training 
and certifications. 

 Recently attended a City Band concert and was pleased with the turnout.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Jorgensen reported on the following: 

 This week is the Suzuki Strings Institute and free concerts will be held at the Ottawa 
University Chapel each evening this week. 

 
Announcements 
The Mayor announced the following: 

 June 20, 2012: Joint City/County/USD 290 Luncheon at City Commission Chambers, City 
Hall, at Noon 

 June 25, 2012: Study Session at 4 pm 

 July 2, 2012: Study Session at 4 pm 

 July 2, 2012: Special Call Meeting at 7 pm 
 
Executive Session 
Recess 
Commissioner Richards made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Caylor, to recess into 
Executive Session to discuss attorney-client privilege, with City Manager Richard Nienstedt and 
City Attorney Bob Bezek present, for a period of 10 minutes. The motion was considered and 
upon being put, all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the meeting duly recessed at 9:45 am.  
 
Reconvene 
Commissioner Reed made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, to reconvene back 
into open session. The motion was considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. The 
Mayor declared the meeting duly reconvened at 9:55 am.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Governing Body, Commissioner Ramsey 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Caylor, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the meeting duly 
adjourned at 9:57 am.  
________________________________ 
Carolyn S. Snethen, City Clerk 
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