
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 
City Hall – August 10, 2011 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Bond, Colbern, Livingston, Wasko, Maxwell, Boyd, and Chairperson Jackson.   
 
Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Ken Morton, 2341 Greenwood Dr., asked for clarification of nonconforming uses and variances. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the June 29, 2011 study session minutes as amended, 
and the July 13, 2011 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes. (7-0). 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Held a public hearing on the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin 
County A-1, Agricultural District, to City A, Agricultural District, 2635 Rock Creek Road, 2680 
Rock Creek Road, 2448 US-59 Highway, and 2174 US-59 Highway; from Franklin County A-1, 
Agricultural District, to City P, Public Use District, 2655 Jackson Road, 2659 Rock Creek Road, 
and 2665 Kingman Road; from Franklin County A-2, Transitional Agricultural District, to City 
CS, Countryside District, 2332 US-59 Highway; from Franklin County R-E, Residential Estate 
District, to City CS, Countryside District, 2264 US-59 Highway; from Franklin County R-3A, 
Single Family Residential 3-Acre District, to City CS, Countryside District, 2677 Rock Creek 
Road; from Franklin County I-1, Light Industrial District, to City CS, Countryside District, 2630 
Kingman Road; from Franklin County I-1, Light Industrial District, to City MU/CI, Mixed Used 
Commercial/Industrial District, 2638 Kingman Road. 
 
Chairperson Jackson opened the public hearing. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed UGA rezoning action. 
 
Tom Yahl indicated that Ken Morton brought to staffs attention that churches are not allowed in the 
CS, Countryside District.  Mr. Yahl indicated he checked the mobile home and residential districts and 
they do allow churches and omitting this from the CS District was an oversight.  Mr. Yahl stated staff 
will be holding a public hearing next month to amend the CS District to allow churches as an 
approved use.  Mr. Yahl indicated the parcel with the church would be a non-conforming use until the 
amendment was adopted. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the findings and map (power point presentation) with the Planning 
Commissioners.   
Chairperson Jackson asked for public comments. 
 



Ken Morton asked that the property be removed from the rezoning action until the amendment was 
made to the CS District.  Tom Yahl indicated staff does not see a problem of removing this item from 
the agenda and continuing it to next month meeting. 
 
Tom Yahl stated staff recommends approval of the rezones with the continuation of the rezone for 
2264 US-59 Highway. 
 
Mr. Morton asked if all the allowed uses in the county’s residential district be added to the city’s CS 
District, this way if the property would sell there would be more options.  Tom Yahl indicated a lot of 
the uses listed would be allowed with the church use. 
 
Member Bond indicated the new owners could request a change in zoning if needed. 
 
Member Wasko asked if the amendment would affect all of the parcels already zoned CS.  Tom Yahl 
stated yes. 
 
Member Maxwell stated that staff and the planning commission should probably take a look at all the 
uses allowed in all of the zoning classifications to make sure they allow all the uses that are 
appropriate.  Bob Bezek, City Attorney, stated that Wynndee Lee, Planning Director, had indicated in 
previous months that staff was planning a review of the regulations with the planning commission in 
the near future. 
 
Leonard Cheasbro, 2638 Kingman Road, asked if the mixed use district his property is being rezoned 
to allow churches.  Tom Yahl indicated yes. 
 
Mr. Morton asked if the property the church is on should be rezoned to a mixed use district.  Tom 
Yahl reviewed the mixed use district and indicated the CS District was the best zoning classification 
for that parcel.  Mr. Morton indicated he agreed the CS District was the best zoning classification. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any other public comments, there were none. 
 
Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked if the Planning Commissioners had any questions or comments, there 
were none. 
 
Member Colbern made a motion to accept staff findings as their own, seconded by Member 
Wasko.  The motion was considered and Member Boyd, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member 
Livingston, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Member Bond, yes; Member Maxwell, yes; Chairperson 
Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 

 
Member Bond made a motion to continue the rezone request for 2264 US 59 Highway to next 
month and recommend to the City Commission to approve the remaining proposed rezones in 
the Urban Growth Area from Franklin County A-1, Agricultural District, to City A, Agricultural 
District, 2635 Rock Creek Road, 2680 Rock Creek Road, 2448 US-59 Highway, and 2174 US-59 
Highway; from Franklin County A-1, Agricultural District, to City P, Public Use District, 2655 
Jackson Road, 2659 Rock Creek Road, and 2665 Kingman Road; from Franklin County A-2, 
Transitional Agricultural District, to City CS, Countryside District, 2332 US-59 Highway; from 
Franklin County R-3A, Single Family Residential 3-Acre District, to City CS, Countryside 
District, 2677 Rock Creek Road; from Franklin County I-1, Light Industrial District, to City CS, 
Countryside District, 2630 Kingman Road; from Franklin County I-1, Light Industrial District, to 



City MU/CI, Mixed Used Commercial/Industrial District, 2638 Kingman Road, seconded by 
Member Boyd.  The motion was considered and Member Wasko, yes; Member Livingston, yes; 
Member Colbern, yes; Member Bond, yes; Member Maxwell, yes; Member Boyd, yes; Chairperson 
Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is Wednesday, August 31, 2011 at 
noon and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, September 14, 
2011 at 7 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:  
 
Member Wasko made a motion to adjourned, seconded by Member Colbern. 
 
Chairperson Jackson adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 
  
Respectfully submitted, Tom Yahl, AICP 
Planner 
 


