
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall – July 28, 2010 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Bond, Wasko, and Chairperson Jackson.  Absent were 
Members Livingston and York.  
 
Member Livingston arrived at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.   
 
Member Bond indicated that in her position at the Ottawa Herald she handles the ad account for ORC 
and that she does get commission on the ads.  Bob Bezek, City Attorney indicated that he would talk 
to Member Bond after the meeting concerning this matter. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the June 30, 2010 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson Jackson asked if there were 
any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review the July 14, 2010 meeting minutes:  Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any changes or 
corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Continue the discussion the proposed Special Use Permit to operate a construction and 
demolition landfill in a Franklin County A-1 Agricultural Zoning District, located at 3268 
Osborne Terrace. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated staff had provided the Planning Commissioners with additional materials 
concerning the C & D Landfill.  Mrs. Lee noted the County has already agreed to place a row of trees 
along the south property line, and that staff had sent letters to all the property owners in the required 
notice area about the continuation of the public hearing, along with materials about the proposed 
use.. 
 
Member Colbern asked if the tract west of the current landfill was owned by Franklin County.  Larry 
Walrod, Franklin County Planning Director, indicated no. 
 
Member Bond stated it was previously mentioned the new landfill would be good for the next 40 
years, so it could be at least 20 years before any debris would be placed near the south property line.  
Mr. Walrod indicated that is a good assumption. 
 
Wynndee Lee asked Mr. Walrod if he could obtain a picture of a cell.  Mr. Walrod showed one that is 
located in the Operations Plan Franklin County Construction and Demolition Landfill report. 
 



Member Bond asked if only one cell would be opened at a time.  Mr. Walrod stated yes. 
 
Member Bond asked about the minimum setbacks that are required.  Mr. Walrod indicated the 
minimum is 100 feet, however the State has the final say. 
 
Member Wasko asked about the high pressure gas lines.  Tom Yahl indicated there are none on the 
subject property.  Larry Walrod confirmed this with Dig Safe. 
 
Member Wasko asked about how much more water runoff will this create.  Mr. Walrod stated they 
can not allow any more water runoff than there is now. 
 
Member Livingston asked how deep the cells would be.  Mr. Walrod stated that would depend on the 
geologic conditions of the site. 
 
Member Bond asked how often each cell is covered.  Mr. Walrod said 120 days unless they are filled 
prior to that time period. 
 
Member Wasko asked how long would it take the trees to grow and the life of the tree.  Tom Yahl 
indicated he would obtain that information and have it for them at the August meeting. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed the memo and the changes with the Planning Commissioners.  Mrs. Lee 
indicated the maps had also been revised to show the UGA. 
 
Member Livingston asked if the storm water plan would affect the agricultural properties in the UGA.  
Wynndee Lee indicated no, the study is based on developing parcels.  
 
Discussion Items:   
 
Wynndee Lee stated staff will be sending a site plan for the ORC building to the Planning 
Commissioners to review prior to the meeting on August 11th.  Mrs. Lee noted that a traffic study had 
been done for 15th Street and Ash Street. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that Member Wasko was going to a workshop on storm water management. 
 
Announcements: 
 
Chairperson Jackson stated the next regular scheduled Planning Commission meeting is August 11, 
2010, at 7 p.m.  The next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is August 25, 2010, 
at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson Jackson adjourned the meeting at 12:55 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Planning & Codes Director 
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