
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – September 30, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Davidson, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  Absent were 
Members Livingston, Warren, and Jackson.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Site Plan , Clearwell Addition to the City of Ottawa’s Water Treatment Plant, located at 1000 E. 
2nd. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff report and the site plan with the planning commission.  Mr. Yahl stated 
staff is recommending approval. 
 
Chairperson York asked if there ware any questions for staff. 
 
Member Davidson asked if the city is meeting the city’s regulations.  Tom Yahl stated yes. 
 
Member Colbern asked what the building was going to be constructed with.  Tom Yahl stated it will be 
of brick. 
 
Chairperson York asked about the height of the building.  Tom stated about 12 feet. 
 
Member Colbern stated he would like to see some landscaping done around this area.  Tom Yahl 
indicated that the utilities department will be doing some landscaping. 
 
A motion was made by Member Colbern to approve the site plan for the clearwell addition to 
the City of Ottawa’s Water Treatment Plant, seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was 
considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Chairperson 
York, yes.  Motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Continue the public hearing on the proposed K-68 Corridor Plan from I-35 to State Line. 
 
Chairperson York opened the public hearing. 
 
Tom Yahl stated staff had requested the Planning Commission to continue this item until after the 
September 10th public meeting.  Mr. Yahl noted there were some changes to the plan but none of the 
changes affected the Ottawa area. 
 
Tom Yahl stated staff is recommending the Planning Commission approve the plan. 
 
Chairperson York closed the public hearing. 
A motion was made by Member Davidson to recommend to the City Commission approval of 
the K-68 Corridor Plan from I-35 to State Line, seconded by Member Colbern.  The motion was 



considered and Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Chairperson 
York, yes.  Motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the August 26, 2009 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were 
any changes or corrections needed.  There were none 
 
Review the September 9, 2009 meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any changes 
or corrections needed. There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area: 
  From Franklin County A-1, Agricultural District to City A, Agricultural District 
   1. 2682 Sand Creek Road. 
   2. 2640 Pawnee Road. 
   3. 2653 Pawnee Road. 
   4. 2601 Pawnee Road. 
   5. 3600 US 59 Hwy. 
   6. 2610 Pawnee Road. 

From Franklin County A-2, Transitional Agricultural District to City A, Agricultural 
District. 

   7. 2691 Pawnee Road. 
8. 3441 Eisenhower Terrace. 

 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings and the map with the Planning Commission.  Mr. Yahl stated 
staff was recommending approval of the rezones. 
 
Chairperson York asked if any of the owners had contacted staff.  Tom Yahl indicated he talked to Mr. 
Jones with Midland Railroad and Mr. Jones now understands what the City is doing.  Chairperson 
York asked if staff had heard from the Wood’s.  Mr. Yahl indicated no.  Chairperson York asked if 
staff had heard from Mr. Shoemaker.  Mr. Yahl indicated no.   
 
Bob Bezek, City Attorney, stated he spoke with Mr. Shoemaker after the meeting last month and he 
understands what the City is doing. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezone from Franklin County C-2, Highway Commercial District to City 
C-3, General Commercial District, generally located at 2723 Kingman Road. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings with the Planning Commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval of the rezone. 
 
Member Davidson asked about the holding tank for the building.  Tom Yahl stated he has talked to 
the county sanitarian and he states that a septic systems need to be put in with the change of use. 
 
Ted Fogle, owner of the property stated he had permits for two new septic systems, but the building 
currently has a holding systems that was working just fine.  Mr. Fogle stated he was not planning on 
building any new septic systems in the immediate future. 
 



Mr. Fogle stated the reason for the request is that he will lose his insurance on the building at the first 
of the year if he does not have someone occupying the building. 
 
Bob Bezek asked Mr. Fogle if there was a time limit on the permits for the septic systems.  Mr. Fogle 
stated yes, one year, but it has not been a year yet. 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use permit to allow dwelling units on the ground floor of not 
more than 50% of a commercial structure, generally located at 2707 Kingman Road. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the preliminary plat with the planning commissioners.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval. 
 
Tom Yahl stated that the county sanitarian stated with the change in the use there should be a 
change in the septic system.  Mr. Yahl also stated there would be building code regulations that 
would have to be met, such as separation between the commercial use and residential use. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
There were none 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, October 14 2009, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is October 28, 2009 at 
noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 12:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Tom Yahl 
Planner 
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