
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – July 29, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Davidson, Wasko, Livingston, and Chairperson York.  Absent were 
Members Colbern, Jackson, and Warren.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Site Plan: 
 
Sacred Heart Pre-School. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff memo and the site plan with the planning commissioners.  Mr. Yahl 
noted that the Board of Zoning Appeals approved the variance request for the rear yard setback on 
Tuesday, July 28th.  Mr. Yahl stated staff recommends approval with conditions or resolution of the 
conditions. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that the city’s engineer and the Public Works Director do not support the 
driveway on 5th Street, they feel it is to close to the intersection.  Mrs. Lee stated the drive had been 
narrowed down and angle to direct traffic one way.  Mrs. Lee stated the applicant was trying to design 
the site to elevate traffic in the alley to help one of the neighbors, which in return moved the exit drive 
so close to the intersection of 5th & Hickory.  Mrs. Lee stated staff is not concerned about the location 
of the drive as this has a conditional use and can be reviewed to make sure the drive is used 
properly.   
 
Other discussion about the drive was the parking on 5th Street possibly blocking the drive.  A decision 
was made to require the parking stalls to be marked on 5th Street which would eliminate someone 
parking to close to the drive. 
 
Member Davidson stated he did not have a problem with were the driveway was. 
 
Member Livingston asked there would be a marked crosswalk.  Wynndee Lee indicated not as there 
are crosswalks at the corners of Cedar and Hickory.  Mrs. Lee indicated parents are going to be 
required to drop their children off inside the building so most parents will be using the parking area. 
 
Member York asked about the existing sidewalk and how it’s orientated to the front of the building.  
Chairperson York was concerned about someone parking on 5th Street and walking across the grass 
to drop off their child.  Discussion was held on whether to have the applicant remove the sidewalk or 
allow it to stay.  Decision was to leave it and if it seemed to cause confusion the applicant would 
remove it. 
 
Member Davidson made a motion to approve the site plan with the following conditions: 1. Grant 
approval of the driveway location with stripping as necessary on 5th Street; 2. Approval of site grading 
by the City Engineer and Building Inspector, seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was 



considered and Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Livingston, yes; Chairperson 
York, yes.  Motion passed by a 4-0 vote. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the June 24, 2009 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any 
changes or corrections needed.  There were none 
 
Review the July 8, 2009 meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or 
corrections needed. There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin County I-1 Light 
Industrial Zoning District to City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District generally located at 511 W. 
Wilson, 513 W. Wilson, 618 W. Wilson, 619 W. Wilson, 701 W. Wilson, and 805 W. Wilson; from 
Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District 
generally located at 2545 Osborne Lane; from Franklin County R-3A Single-Family Residential 
Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District generally located at 2560 Osborne 
Terrace; from Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density 
residential Zoning District generally located at 3427 Eisenhower Terrace. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings and map with the Planning Commission.   
 
There was discussion what zoning is being applied to what area, if any of the owners had contacted 
staff, which none of them have. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
1. Family Video Traffic Impact Study. 
 
Wynndee Lee went over the memo and what the traffic study stated.  Mrs. Lee indicated the traffic 
study indicated that the 9th Street access was not needed, however staff was concerned about this as 
many residence do use the side streets.  Mrs. Lee indicated staff did not have the findings completed, 
but they would be sent out to the commissioners as soon as they were finished.  Mrs. Lee stated this 
item would be on the agenda for the August 12th meeting. 
 
There was discussion on whether this would need to be published in the paper or not.  Wynndee Lee 
indicated she would ask the city’s legal council.  Mrs. Lee did indicate however that if this would need 
to be published it would be postponed to the September meeting.  Mrs. Lee did state that staff will 
notify the surrounding homeowners about the hearing date. 
 
2. Flood Map Modernization. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed with the planning commissioners what has been taking place concerning the flood 
maps for the city.  Mr. Yahl indicated there had been some changes to the Rock Creek and Nugent 
Creek.  Mr. Yahl stated staff, FEMA, and DWR (KS) representatives met with property owners in the 
area. 
 
3. Response to public comment from Bob Marsh. 
 



Tom Yahl stated that he had talked to Bob Marsh about his comment concerning the definition of a 
family unit.  Mr. Yahl indicated the definition the city has is standard for most communities.   
 
Wynndee Lee asked the planning commissioner if they felt the language was satisfactory and that in 
the past when there has been a problem staff has written a letter to the owner. 
 
Chairperson York stated he saw no reason to change the definition, but would like staff to write a 
letter to the owner. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, August 12, 2009, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is August 26, 2009 at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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