
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – August 26, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Davidson, Jackson, Warren, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  
Absent was Member Livingston.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
South 59 Project Plan (TIF). 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed the process for the project plan and stated this was the Granger/Loves 
project.  Mrs. Lee indicated the planning commission needed to approve or deny a resolution stating 
this project was in conformance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan.  Mrs. Lee stated staff 
recommends approval. 
 
There was general discussion about the extension of the utilities and the costs and financing related 
to the project.  
 
A motion was made by Member Warren to approve the resolution for the South 59 Project 
Plan, seconded by Member Jackson.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; 
Member Jackson, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Warren, yes; 
Chairperson York, yes.  Motion passed by a 6-0 vote. 
 
Extend the Conditional Use for temporary offices for the Information Technology Department 
of Ransom Memorial Hospital generally located at 204 E. 14th St. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the conditional use as it was originally approved along with the conditions placed 
on the conditional use.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is recommending approval of the extension of the 
conditional use with the original conditions.  
 
Tom Yahl stated staff had not received any complaints and that he inspected the structure and it was 
still configured as a single-family residence other than the computers there for the IT Department. 
 
Member Warren asked if the project for RMH had started.  Wynndee Lee indicated yes. 
 
A motion was made by Member Jackson to approve the extension of the Conditional Use 
Permit for temporary offices for the Information Technology Department of Ransom Memorial 
Hospital generally located at 204 E. 14th Street, seconded by Member Wasko.  The motion was 
considered and Member Jackson, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member 
Warren, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Chairperson York, yes.  Motion passed by a 6-0 vote. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the July 29, 2009 study session meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any 



changes or corrections needed.  There were none 
 
Review the August 12, 2009 meeting minutes:  Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or 
corrections needed. There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area: 

1. 511 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

2. 513 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

3. 619 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

4. 701 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District. 

5. 618 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District.  

6. 805 W. Wilson, from Franklin County I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District to 
City I-1 Light Industrial Zoning District.  

7. 2560 Osborne Terrace from Franklin County R-3A Single-Family Residential 
Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District. 

8. 2545 Osborne Lane from Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning 
District to City A Agricultural Zoning District.  

9. 3427 Eisenhower Terrace from Franklin County RE Residential Estate 
Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District. 

 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings and map with the Planning Commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff 
was recommending approval of the rezones. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated some of the homeowners had come to the August 5th City Commission 
meeting and had some questions, which she answered at the time.  Staff notified everyone of the 
change in the public hearing date, and has not heard from any of the homeowners since then. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendment to Lakeside Addition PUD. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the PUD and the request to change the two lots on 17th Street next to the 
apartment complex to R-2 uses the rest to R-1 uses and to change the name of the street from 
Lakeside Terrace to Easy Street.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is recommending approval of the 
amendments. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated when the plat was originally approved the owner stated single-family use 
only.  Mrs. Lee stated with the application of single-family there would be uses in an R-1 Zoning 
District that would not be allowed.  Mrs. Lee indicated by changing the language to “permitted uses in 
an R-1 Zoning District except for Lots 4 & 5 and to allow permitted uses in an R-2 Zoning District for 
Lots 4 & 5”, this would allow for more flexibility of uses allowed in the R1 and R2 Zoning Districts. 
 
There was discussion on the change in the street name from Lakeside Terrace to Easy Street, which 
some of the planning commissioners were uneasy with.  The planning commissioners agreed that 
allowing the two lots on 17th Street be changed to R-2 would be a good buffer from the R-3 Zoning 
District. 



 
Discuss the proposed preliminary Plat for Kent Granger Subdivision, generally located at 2601 
US 59 Hwy. 
 
Tom reviewed the preliminary plat with the planning commissioners.  Mr. Yahl reviewed the lots, the 
easements placement, infrastructure, and the flood plain areas. 
 
There was a question about the entrance and how close it was to the I-35 ramp.  Wynndee Lee 
indicated that the street entrance was built several years ago with KDOT approval and it was built to 
city standards. 
 
Discuss the K-68 Corridor Plan from I-35 to State Line. 
 
Wynndee Lee reviewed the plan and how it was developed with the planning commission.  Mrs. Lee 
indicated there was a complete copy of the plan in the planning department for them to review. 
 
Discussion Items:   
 
1. Photo Contest. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated after last years photo contest the planning commission stated they would like to 
see some changes in how it was done.  Mrs. Lee asked what changes they would like to see. 
 
The planning commission indicated they would like to limit the amount of pictures to two (2) per 
category and simplify the scoring sheet. 
 
2. Building Permits. 
 
Chairperson York asked how many building permits had been issued for residential structures.  
Wynndee Lee indicated staff had issued two (2) permits so far this year for single-family structures. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, September 9 2009, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is September 30, 2009 at 
noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:09 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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