
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall –November 26, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Davidson, Jackson, Warren, Wasko, and Chairperson 
York.  All members were present.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Site Plans: 
 
Orlis Cox Field, 901 W. 2nd. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff memo with the planning commission concerning the new restroom and 
storage building the Ottawa Recreation Commission have proposed.  Mr. Yahl stated staff  
recommends approval. 
 
There was discussion on whether there was sewer to the complex for the restrooms, which there is; if 
the roof would have transparent panels for lighting, no, there will be electricity in the building; and will 
the roof be flat, no, it will be slightly pitched.   
 
Discussion was held about the type storage building which will be a pole type construction with 
transparent panels for lighting purposes.   
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the site plan for Orlis Cox Field as submitted, seconded 
by Member Jackson.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; 
Member Jackson, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Warren, yes; 
Chairperson York, yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Franklin County Salt Storage Building, 1901 S. Elm. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff memo with the planning commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff recommends 
approval. 
 
There was discussion concerning the height of the building; stormwater runoff, which they were given 
a one time exemption for; the elevation of the building; the closeness of the building to Princeton 
Street; what the building would be made out of; the need for landscaping in the area. 
 
The Planning Commission discussed a number of issues, such as stormwater runoff, landscaping, 
and whether other development is planned for this area.  Planning Commission members were 
concerned about the condition of the facility on Elm Street, and the impact it may have on the 
surrounding area as it continues to develop. The planning commission understands  the facility was 
initially developed in an area that was on the perimeter of the developed area of Ottawa, however the 
community has grown around the site in recent years and a number of new projects have developed, 
and other projects are planned for in the immediately vicinity.  
 



Member Jackson made a motion to approve the site plan for the Franklin County Salt Storage 
Building as submitted, seconded by Member Colbern.  The motion was considered and Member 
Jones, yes; Member Jackson, yes; Member Davidson, no; Member Wasko, yes; Member Warren, no; 
Member Colbern, yes; Chairperson York, yes.  Motion passed by a 5-2 vote. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the September 24, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review the October 8, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review the October 29, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed amendment to Article 24, Section 24-10, Supplemental District 
Regulations dealing with wind energy conversion systems. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the draft for the regulations for wind energy conversions systems. 
 
Member Warren handed out information on wind energy systems from a publication he subscribes to 
and reviewed some highlights of the article. 
 
Member Jackson asked if the conditions in, Letter I, Noise and Letter J, Electromagnetic Interference, 
would be checked and monitored by staff.  Wynndee Lee indicated staff would be responsible for 
overseeing these areas. 
 
Other discussion included adding a conditional use permit to projects that are different or unique so 
the regulations would not have to be change constantly; setback requirements; lot size; and the 
removal of the systems if they became inoperable. 
  
Discussion Items: 
 
Photo Contest: 
 
Wynndee Lee stated she would like the input of the planning commissioners on how staff could 
improve on the photo contest that was held this year.   
 
Discussion was held concerning the number of photos to be submitted, limiting the criteria, changing 
the judging form, and the age groups to be judged. 
 
 
 
Franklin County property at 1901 S. Elm: 
 



Wynndee Lee asked the planning commission if they would like to direct staff to compose a letter as it 
was mentioned in the discussion on the site plan to the county about their concerns, (storm water, 
landscaping, aesthetics, sidewalk), with the site that the new salt storage bin is being developed. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to have staff draft a letter for the chairperson to sign to send to the 
county concerning future development on the site at 1901 S. Elm Street, seconded by Member 
Jones.  The motion was considered and all present voted yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, December 10, 2008, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is January 7, 2009 at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration 
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