
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 
City Hall – February 11, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Jones, Davidson, Jackson, and Wasko.  Absent was member 
Warren and Chairperson York. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any 
conflict of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to 
hear all sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
 
Site Plan: 
 
Kalmar Industries, 415 E. Dundee. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo and the site plan drawing with the planning commission.   
 
Kalmar had a representative present but had no presentation just available for questions. 
 
Wynndee Lee commented there is a condition for approval, related to the relocation of an electric 
power line.  
 
Mr. Jones asked about the height of the structure.  Mr. Yahl responded it was 22 feet in height.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any other questions, there were none. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for planning commission discussion, there was none. 
 
A motion was made by Member Colbern to approve the site plan as submitted with the condition to 
resolve the electric line relocation, seconded by Member Jones.  The motion was considered and 
Member Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Vice-
Chairperson Jackson, yes;.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
NE Water Tower, 2129 E. Wilson. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the memo and the site plan drawing with the planning commission.  
 
Mr. Davidson asked if the hedge row on the east side of the site was to be retained. Mr. Yahl stated it 
was not due to a fence being constructed.  
 
Mr. Jackson asked about a storm water impact study for the project. Mrs. Lee stated it is negligible, 
and an exception has been granted, based on the size of the project.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any other questions, there were none.  There was 
consensus to ask the utility department to retain the hedge row if possible. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked for planning commission discussion, there was none. 



 
A motion was made by Member Jones to approve the site plan as submitted, seconded by Member 
Wasko.  The motion was considered and Member Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member 
Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; Vice-Chairperson Jackson, yes;.  Motion passed by a 5-0 vote. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the January 7, 2009 study session meeting minutes and 
the January 14, 2009 meeting minutes, seconded by Member Colbern.  All present voted yes. (5-0) 
 
Public Comments:  
 
There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Held a public hearing on the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin 
County A-2 Transitional Agriculture Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District 
generally located at 1201 W. 2nd St., from Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning 
District to City A Agricultural Zoning District generally located at 2525 K-68 Hwy., from 
Franklin County A-1 Agriculture Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District generally 
located at 2465 K-68 Hwy., and from Franklin County A-1 Agriculture Zoning District to City R-
1 Low Density Residential Zoning District generally located at 426 Beech, 430 Beech, 434 
Beech, and 436 Beech. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson opened the public hearing. 
 
Tom Yahl did an overview of the staff findings for these rezones with the planning commission.   
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson asked if there were any public comments, there were none. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson closed the public hearing. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to approve the staff findings as their own for 1201 W. 2nd St., 2525 K-
68 Hwy., 2465 K-68 Hwy., 426 Beech, 430 Beech, 434 Beech, and 436 Beech, seconded by Member 
Colbern.  The motion was considered and Member Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; Member 
Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Vice-Chairperson Jackson, yes.  Motion passed by 5-0 vote. 
 
Member Wasko made a motion to recommend to the city commission to approve the proposed 
rezone request in the Urban Growth Area for an area generally located at 1201 W. 2nd St. from 
Franklin County A-2 Transitional Agriculture Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District, for 
an area generally located at 2525 K-68 Hwy., from Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning 
District to City A Agriculture Zoning District, for an area generally located at 2465 K-68 Hwy., from 
Franklin County A-1 Agricultural Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District, and for the 
following areas generally located at 426 Beech, 430 Beech, 434 Beech, and 436 Beech, from 
Franklin County A-1 Agriculture Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density Residential Zoning District,  
seconded by Member Jones.  The motion was considered and Member Jones, yes; Member 
Davidson, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Vice-Chairperson Jackson, yes.  The 
motion passed by a 5-0 vote.  
 
Other Items: 



 
Amendment to Article 27, off premise development signs. 
 
Tom Yahl summarized the information on the regulation of off-premise signs in other communities, 
noting that the Unified Government is the only place sampled that allows such signs.  
 
Wynndee Lee noted the primary question is whether or not such signs should be permitted.  Member 
Jones responded he didn’t think they should be, however Member Davidson commented they should 
not make it harder to sell real estate in Ottawa and the signs could make sense.   
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the need to make a distinction on the locations these signs would be 
permitted.  
 
After additional concerns were raised by Member Colbern and Vice-Chairperson Jackson.  Vice-
Chairperson Jackson polled the Commissioners to determine if there was a consensus to move 
forward with the issue. There was none. Staff will write up prohibiting regulations.   
 
 
Announcements: 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jackson stated the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission study session is 
Wednesday, February 25, 2009 at noon and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission 
meeting is Wednesday, March 11, 2009 at 7 p.m.  
 
 
Adjournment:  
 
Member Davidson made a motion to adjourn, seconded by Member Colbern, all present voted yes.  
5-0 
  
(A recorded tape will remain on file for a period of six months) 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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