
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – March 11, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:20 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Davidson, Jackson, Warren, Wasko and Chairperson 
York.   
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed special use in the UGA for a concrete plant at 2820 Reno Road. 
 
There was no discussion on this item as it had been reviewed at the study session on February 25, 
2009. 
 
Discuss the proposed conditional use for a preschool / daycare center at 503 S. Hickory in an 
R-2 Medium Density Residential Zoning District. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings with the planning commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval with the conditions: the use shall be reviewed for traffic impact in particular, 
after a period of six months, at which time any necessary corrective measures will be implemented 
and the proposed use is limited to a period of no greater than five years, and will be subject to review 
and re-approval. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated staffs main concern is the traffic, parking, and the dropping and picking up the 
children. 
 
Member Wasko asked if there would be any other children there other than those for the preschool.  
Wynndee Lee indicated no. 
 
Member Warren asked if the front of the building was facing 5th Street and what type of parking there 
is.  Wynndee Lee indicated the front of the building will face 5th Street and there is currently parallel 
parking in front of the building. 
 
There was discussion concerning the traffic congestion in that area, skunk run area of the property, 
parking, drop off and pickup area, if kids from the school would be coming over to the preschool to be 
picked up, and hours of operation. 
 
Chairperson York stated the planning commission main concerns were: traffic, hours of operation, 
drop off / pickup issues, and parking. 
 
 
 
Discuss the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-8, Prohibited Signs. 



 
Tom Yahl stated the planning commission had reviewed the proposed text change at their last 
meeting and staff called the public hearing to make the amendment.   
 
Member Davidson stated the text was not clear to him.  Some discussion followed and it was agreed 
to add “off-site” before development signs and reference the section on real estate signs. 
 
Discussion Items: 
 
There were none. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, March 25, 2009, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is April 1, 2009 at noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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