
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
 
City Hall – January 28, 2009 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Davidson, Wasko, and Chairperson York.  Absent 
were members Warren and Jackson.  
 
Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of 
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides 
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review the January 7, 2009 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Review the January 14, 2009 meeting minutes: 
 
Chairperson York asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were none. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Discuss the proposed rezones in the Urban Growth Area from Franklin County A-2 
Transitional Agriculture Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District generally located 
at 1201 W. 2nd St., from Franklin County RE Residential Estate Zoning District to City A 
Agricultural Zoning District generally located at 2525 K-68 Hwy., from Franklin County A-1 
Agriculture Zoning District to City A Agricultural Zoning District generally located at 2465 K-68 
Hwy., and from Franklin County A-1 Agriculture Zoning District to City R-1 Low Density 
Residential Zoning District generally located at 426 Beech, 430 Beech, 434 Beech, and 436 
Beech. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the area to be rezoned on the map with the planning commissioners.   
 
There was discussion on the differences of the county zonings to the city zonings, the properties on 
Beech St. and what can be developed on these areas. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated the area behind those properties on Beech Street would just been an 
extension of the property as it is used now.  Mrs. Lee indicated the land use continues as long as it 
does not cease for a period of time.  Mrs. Lee also mentioned that anyone of these property owners 
can come in and declare what the land is being used for right now, so there is a record in the file. 
 
Member Warren arrived at the meeting at 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
 



Discussion Items: 
 
Amendment to Article 27, Sign Regulations dealing with off premise development signs. 
 
Tom reviewed the memo with the planning commissioners. 
 
Discussion was held on whether the planning commission wanted to allow this type of sign or not, the 
location of the signs, who could have these type of signs, and whether a conditional use or staff 
action would be the proper procedure.   The planning commissioners asked staff to get regulations 
from other cities dealing with these type of signs to present to them at their next meeting. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated that in the next few months, staff would be bringing more rezones for 
consideration, the Transportation Master Plan, and updates to the Comprehensive Plan.  In addition, 
Mrs. Lee indicated they are having a consultant working on a South 59 Area Plan, which staff would 
be presenting to the commissioners later this year. 
 
Announcements: 
 
The next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, February 11, 2009, at 7 
p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission study session is February 25, 2009 at 
noon.   
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 1:07 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee 
Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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