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CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

Ottawa, Kansas 
 
City Hall – May 14, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at 7:00 p.m. on this date with the following members present and 
participating:  Members Colbern, Jones, Hatfield, Jackson, York, Wasko, and Chairperson Warren.  
All members were present. 
 
Chairperson Warren asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict 
of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all 
sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Consent Agenda: 
 
Chairperson Warren asked if there were any additional changes to the minutes, there were none.  
Chairperson Warren asked to approve the March 27, 2008 study session meeting minutes and the 
April 9, 2008 amended meeting minutes by acclamation.  All present voted yes. (7-0) 
 
Public Comments:   
 
Gene Hirt, Williamsburg, stated there is a lot of talk about the use of wind generators.  Mr. Hirt 
thought it might be a good idea for the city to get a committee together consisting of planning 
commission members, citizens, and Youth in Government to look into the use of wind generators 
within the city limits. 
 
Public Hearing Items: 
 
Hold a public hearing on the proposed rezoning of an area at 3325 Nebraska Road from 
Franklin County A-2 Transitional Agricultural Zoning District to City MU/CI Mixed Use 
Commercial/Industrial Zoning District. 
 
Chairperson Warren stated staff received a letter from the owner withdrawing the rezone request.  
 
Held a public hearing on the proposed Development Procedures Policy Manual (DPPM). 
 
Chairperson Warren opened the public hearing. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated the purpose of the DPPM is a guide for developers who are new to the 
community as well as flow charts to help them understand the timeline. 
 
Chairperson Warren asked for public comments, there were none. 
 
Member York made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the proposed 
Development Procedures Policy Manual, seconded by Member Colbern.  The motion was considered 
and Member Jackson, yes; Member Hatfield, yes; Member Wasko, yes; Member York, yes; Member 
Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; Chairperson Warren yes.  Motion passed by a 7-0 vote. 
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Continued the public hearing on the proposed amendments to Article 8, Countryside District. 
 
Chairperson Warren re-opened the public hearing. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the amendments with the planning commission. 
 
Damon Wallis, 2680 Reno Road, asked questions concerning his property and how this would affect 
him.  Discussion was held on minimum acreage, road frontage, building height.  Wynndee Lee 
indicated the changes to the CS District were not targeting his property but since he had showed 
interest concerning this district staff sent him the information. 
 
Chairperson Warren stated Mr. Wallis should come in a meet with staff to figure out just what could 
be done with his property. 
 
Chairperson Warren closed the public hearing. 
 
Member York made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the proposed 
amendments to Article 8, Countryside District, seconded by Member Jackson.  The motion was 
considered and Member Hatfield, no; Member Wasko, yes; Member York, yes; Member Colbern, yes; 
Member Jones, yes; Member Jackson, yes; Chairperson Warren, yes.  Motion passed by a 6-1 vote. 
 
Continued the public hearing on the proposed amendments to Article 27, Sign Regulations. 
 
Chairperson Warren re-opened the public hearing. 
 
Wynndee Lee stated staff had handed out a spreadsheet showing what we have for current 
regulations, what staff last proposed, what the developer proposed, and what staff is considering.  
Mrs. Lee reviewed the spreadsheet with the planning commissioners.  There was discussion on how 
many signs would be allowed in this area, the addition of a lot size requirement, use of the sign 
survey, the maximum height allowed. 
 
Wynndee Lee indicated these regulations would be for C-3 General Commercial Zoning Districts only, 
and only for those along the interstate. 
 
Phil Hammond, The Land Source and Rick Shuffield from Love’s Travel Center were present to 
answer any questions of their proposed amendment the planning commission had. 
 
Chairperson Warren closed the public hearing. 
 
Member Jones made a motion to recommend to the City Commission to approve the proposed 
amendments to Article 27, Sign Regulations, seconded by Member Jackson.  The motion was 
considered and Member Wasko, yes; Member York, yes; Member Colbern, yes; Member Jones, yes; 
Member Jackson, yes; Member Hatfield, no, Chairperson Warren, yes.  Motion passed by a 6-1 vote. 
 
 
Other Items:  There were none. 
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Announcements: 
 
Chairperson Warren stated the next Planning Commission study session is Wednesday, May 28, 
2008 at 6 p.m., and the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is Wednesday, June 
11, 2008 at 7 p.m.  
 
Adjournment:   
 
Chairperson Warren adjourned the meeting. 
(A recorded tape will remain on file for a period of six months) 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wynndee S. Lee, Director of Planning & Codes Administration  
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