MINUTES OF
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION
OTTAWA, KANSAS

City Hall —September 24, 2008

The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and
participating to wit: Members Colbern, Jones, Davidson, Jackson, Warren, Wasko, and Chairperson
York. All were present.

Chairperson York asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any conflict of
interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to hear all sides
on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.

Chairperson York introduced the new member of the Planning Commission, Ken Davidson. Wynndee
Lee discussed the City Commissions interview process, noting that two individuals were interviewed
for the open position and it was a difficult choice. She noted that Ken Davidson was chosen for his
previous experience on the County planning Commission.

Chairperson York welcomed Mr. Davidson and reviewed the items on the agenda.

Information and Discussion Items:

Review September 3, 2008 study session and September 10, 2008 regular meeting minutes:

Tom Yahl noted that due to the absence of the regular secretary, minutes from the meetings have yet
to be prepared. The minutes will be distributed for action at the regular meeting.

Discussion Items:

Discuss the amendment to the special use permit for ABC 123 Learning Center, 1250
Commercial Road.

Wynndee Lee noted that an application was submitted to request expanded hours at the facility,
which has been operating under a previously approved special use permit. She noted that with the
change in regulations from the new zoning ordinance adopted in 2005, the facility is now permitted by
right at that location, so a conditional use permit is no longer necessary. Therefore, the public hearing
has been canceled. Lee directed staff to inform those notified of the hearing that is has been
canceled.

Discuss the proposed amendment to Article 27, Section 27-4, Letter D, General Standards
dealing with moving or flashing signs.

Wynndee Lee stated that after the Planning Commission considered the amendment and forwarded
their recommendation to the City Commission, it was realized that the concerns over the language
related to community events had not been addressed. Bob Bezek discussed the constitutional issue
associated with allowing certain kinds of speech, and not others. After some discussion, the Planning
Commission unanimously agreed to remove the language “and other ancillary messages (such as
community events)” from section 27-401, d of the sign regulations.



Projects Update

Wynndee Lee provided an update of projects that have been approved and are in various stages of
construction. The group discussed the Eastgate Travel Center, Ottawa Trails (Ottawa Family
Physicians), Kansas State Bank, American Eagle Ouffitters, City utility projects and Hasty Awards.

Alternative Energy Regulations

Tom Yahl distributed information related to wind power, noting that some of the information has been
reviewed while one article was recently acquired. Discussion followed as to the direction the
commission might take in studying the issue and further research that will be made available.
National Community Planning Month

Wynndee Lee noted that the City Commission will adopt a proclamation for National Community
Planning Month, an event recognizing the efforts of both professional planners and community activist
in the field of planning. Lee also discussed the photography contest, which will have the theme
“Favorite Places in Ottawa”.

Announcements:

Chairperson York noted that the group will meet for a scheduled tour of the Coves at Tall grass
housing development immediately after the meeting. The next regularly scheduled Planning
Commission meeting is Wednesday, October 8, 2008, at 7 p.m. and the next regular scheduled
Planning Commission study session is October 29, 2008.

Adjournment:
Chairperson York adjourned the meeting at 12:51 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Wynndee S. Lee
Director of Planning & Codes Administration
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