
MINUTES OF 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION STUDY SESSION 

OTTAWA, KANSAS 
 
City Hall – February 27, 2008 
 
The City Planning Commission met at Noon on this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Members Colbern, Jones, Hatfield, Jackson, and Wasko.  Absent were 
Members York, and Chairperson Warren. A quorum was present.  
 
Vice-Chairperson Jones asked the Planning Commission Members to make a declaration of any 
conflict of interest or of any Ex parte or outside communication that might influence their ability to 
hear all sides on any item on the agenda so they might come to a fair decision.  There were none. 
 
Member York arrived at 12:07 p.m. 
 
Information and Discussion Items: 
 
Review January 30, 2008 study session meeting minutes: 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jones asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were 
none. 
 
Review February 13, 2008 meeting minutes: 
 
Vice-Chairperson Jones asked if there were any changes or corrections needed.  There were 
none. 
 
Discuss the proposed rezoning of an area at 1215 W. 7th from Franklin County RE 
Residential Estate Zoning District to City C-3 General Commercial and R-1 Low Density 
Residential Zoning District. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the staff findings with the planning commission.  Mr. Yahl stated staff is 
recommending approval by rezoning the whole area as R-1. 
 
Question was asked if the property was zoned R-1 would the veterinary office would need a 
condition use to continue operation.  Tom Yahl stated it would be considered a legal non-
conforming use.   
 
Comments were made about the unusual size of the lot and future development of the area. 
 
Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 8, Countryside District. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the information provided to the planning commission and the changes made to 
the CS District. 
 
Comments about the septic systems and if the lot sizes would be large enough for a septic 
systems.   
 
The commission asked staff to have the Franklin County Sanitarian and a real estate agent come 
talk to them on whether the lot sizes were big enough. 



Discuss the proposed amendments to Article 27, Sign Regulations. 
 
Tom Yahl reviewed the changes made to the sign regulations with the planning commission. 
 
There was discussion about the distance between signs, lighting, moving signs, and what type of 
regulations KDOT has. 
 
Discuss the proposed Recreation and Park Master Plan.  
 
The planning commission felt they did a through job of putting this plan together. 
 
Member York stated he wished they had talked more about funding and how to obtain it. 
 
Other Items:    None. 
 
Announcements:
 
Vice-Chairperson Jones stated the next regularly scheduled Planning Commission meeting is 
Wednesday, March 12, 2008, at 7 p.m. and the next regular scheduled Planning Commission 
study session is Wednesday, March 26, 2008, at noon. 
 
Adjournment:  Vice-Chairperson Jones adjourned the meeting at 12:59 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Tom Yahl, AICP, Planner/Codes Officer 
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