
STUDY SESSION MINUTES 
OTTAWA, KANSAS 

Minutes of 
November 15, 2010 

The Governing Body met at 4 pm this date with the following members present and participating 
to wit:  Mayor Reed, Commissioner Ramsey, Commissioner Humm, Commissioner Jorgensen, 
and Commissioner Fleer.  A quorum was present. 
 
Mayor Reed called the meeting to order and asked for Public Comments. 
 
Public Comments 
None offered at this time. 
 
Take Charge Challenge 
Thereupon, the Governing Body heard from Dorothy Barnett, Director of Energy and 
Transmission and Leslie Quillen, Assistant to the City Manager who provided the detail of the 
“Take Charge Challenge” program. 
 
Proclamation-National Epilepsy Awareness Month 
Thereupon, the Governing Body reviewed a proclamation recognizing November 2010 as 
National Epilepsy Awareness Month and agreed to place this item on the next Regular Meeting 
Agenda for November 17. 
 
Insurance Broker Services 
Thereupon, the Governing Body heard from Charlesworth & Associates representative James 
Charlesworth and Human Resources Director Melissa Fairbanks who provided an overview of the 
property and liability insurance brokers.  Thereupon, after interviewing the top four finalists, it is 
the recommendation of Charlesworth & Associates, LC firm and City Staff to recommend Cretcher 
Heartland from Overland Park for the City of Ottawa property/liability broker.  Thereupon, the 
Governing Body agreed to place this item on the next Regular Meeting Agenda for November 17. 
 
Cereal Malt Beverage License 
Thereupon, the Governing Body reviewed an application for a 2010 Cereal Malt Beverage 
License, for consumption on the premises, for the Windmill Café located at 1010 N Main.  The 
application has been reviewed by Fire Department, Police Department and City Attorney, with no 
cause for denial discovered.  Thereupon, the Governing Body agreed to place this item on the 
next Regular Meeting Agenda for November 17.   
 
Audit Services 
Thereupon, the Governing Body heard from the Director of Finance Scott Bird who discussed 
interviewing three auditing firms for the City’s 2010 audit. The three firms interviewed were BT & 
Co. from Topeka; Lowenthal, Webb and Odermann from Lawrence; and Agler and Gaeddert of 
Ottawa.  The recommendation from Staff to the Governing Body was Agler and Gaeddert of 
Ottawa.  Thereupon, the Governing Body agreed to place this item on the next regular meeting 
agenda. 
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Revolving Loan Fund 
Thereupon, the Governing Body heard from Director of Finance Scott Bird who reviewed an 
application for the City’s Revolving Loan Fund made by Dannie and Annette Burnett, owners of 
the building located at 107-109 North Main.  Thereupon, the Governing Body agreed to place this 
item on the Regular Meeting Agenda on November 17. 
 
Ordinance-Pay Day Loan/Title Loan Businesses 
Thereupon, the Governing Body discussion continues from the November 1, 2010 meeting 
regarding an ordinance to amend Chapter XI of the Municipal Code by adding Article XIII dealing 
with Pay Day Loan/Title Loan Businesses.  Thereupon, the Governing Body agreed to place this 
item on the next Regular Meeting Agenda on November 17. 
 
Youth in Government Report 
Thereupon, Youth Delegate Spencer Morgan was present and had no report. 
 
Commissioners’ Reports 
Thereupon, Commissioner Ramsey reported on the Chamber Board meeting he had attended.   
Commissioner Ramsey stated the Chamber Board budget is $225,000 with 44 new members and 
the loss of 23 members.  The Chamber has seen some growth in membership. 
 
Thereupon, City Manager Richard Nienstedt reported O/FCED has increased what they are 
charging in dues. 
 
Thereupon, Commissioner Ramsey notified Director of Utilities Jim Bradley signal lights were not 
working properly from 7th to 15th. 
 
Thereupon, Commission Humm stated 10 students from Ottawa University had participated in an 
Ottawa Main Street forum and they would like to see a “coffee shop” downtown. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
Thereupon, Mayor Reed requested Human Resource Director Melissa Fairbanks explain the 
Numana program.  Thereupon, Melissa gave an overview of the program an announced the 
packaging of the food packets will take place February 12, 2011 at the National Guard Armory.   
The county-wide goal is to pack 100,000 meals and to do that $30,000 needs to be raised. 
 
Thereupon, Mayor Reed requested a Numana representative be present at the next Regular 
Meeting on November 15 to announce the program.   
 
Open Agenda 
Thereupon, the Governing Body discussed City of Ottawa legislative priorities for the upcoming 
Legislative Dinner to be held November 30. 
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Announcements 
Thereupon, the Mayor announced: 

1. November 17, 2010:  Joint City/County/USD 290 luncheon canceled 
2. November 17, 2010:  LKM Regional Supper, 5:30 pm, Riverfront Community Center, 

Leavenworth 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Governing Body Commissioner Jorgensen 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Ramsey, to adjourn the meeting.  The motion was 
considered and upon being put, all present voted aye.  Thereupon, the Mayor declared the 
meeting duly adjourned. 
 
_________________________ 
Carolyn S. Snethen, City Clerk 
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