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Regular Meeting Minutes 
Commission Chambers 

101 S Hickory, Ottawa, Kansas 
Minutes of November 16, 2016 

 
The City Governing Body met at 9:30 am this date, for the Regular City Commission Meeting with 
the following members present and participating to wit:  Mayor Caylor, Commissioner Jorgensen, 
and Commissioner Skidmore. Commissioner Reed and Commissioner Graves were absent. A 
quorum was present. 
 
Mayor Caylor called the meeting to order.  
 
The Mayor welcomed the Chamber Audience and led the Pledge of Allegiance to the American 
flag. The invocation was given by Rick Oglesby. 
 
Consent Agenda 
Commissioner Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Skidmore, to approve the 
consent agenda, to include this regular meeting agenda, minutes from the October 19, 2016 and 
November 2, 2016 Regular Meetings, October 24, 2016 and November 7, 2016 Study Sessions, 
and applications for Cereal Malt Beverage Licenses for the year 2017. The motion was 
considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the consent agenda 
duly approved.  
 
Public Comments 
None offered at this time.  
 
Declaration 
The Mayor asked the City Commission for declarations of any conflicts or outside 
communications that might influence their ability to consider today’s issues impartially. None 
were given at this time.  
 
Recognition of New Employees 
The Governing Body heard from Human Resources Director Michelle Stegman who introduced 
the following new employee: 

 
Jenna Johnson, Human Resources Receptionist 

   
The Governing Body also heard from Community Development Director Wynndee Lee who 
introduced the following new employee:  
 

Melanie LaMar, Permit Technician 
 
2016 Employee Service Awards 
Each year the League of Kansas Municipalities recognizes “faithful, continuous service” to 
Kansas communities. This year the City of Ottawa is proud to recognize 13 employees with a 
combined total of 230 years of service to Kansas communities. The Governing Body recognized 
the following employees for their years of service: 
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10 years: Larabe Alexander, J.W. Hawkins, Mat Simonson, Michelle Stegman 
 
15 years: Barry Coulson, Shawn Dillon, Susan Hughes, Aaron Procaccini, A.J. Schmidt, and 
Blaine Stewart 
 
30 years: Kevin Hanson 
 
35 years: Scott Bird and Kris Peterson 
 
Ordinance—Amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code 
The Governing Body reviewed an ordinance amending Chapter 17 of the Municipal Code.  
 
The Governing Body heard from Public Works Director Michael Haeffele who explained this 
ordinance will change the height requirement for limbs over a sidewalk to 9 feet to coincide with 
the limb requirement height in Chapter 18. Commissioner Skidmore made a motion, seconded by 
Commissioner Jorgensen, to adopt the ordinance. The motion was considered and upon being 
put, all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the ordinance duly adopted and the ordinance 
was duly numbered Ordinance No. 3939-16.  
 
Resolution—Amending Chapter VI, Article VII, Permit Fees 
The Governing Body heard from Chief Building Official Jim Sherman who reviewed a resolution 
to amend permit fees effective December 1, 2016. Mr. Sherman explained the process by which 
the proposed fees would be determined and the revised fee resolution would allow for a more 
equitable fee assessment based on project valuation versus the current method of square foot 
valuation.  
 
The Governing Body also heard from Community Development Director Wynndee Lee who 
stated City Attorney Blaine Finch requested a change in the language of the resolution for clarity. 
Commissioner Jorgensen made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Skidmore, to adopt the 
resolution. The motion was considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. The Mayor 
declared the resolution duly adopted and the resolution was duly numbered Resolution No. 1706-
16. 
 
City Manager’s Report 
City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt reported on the following: 

• No City/County/USD 290 Joint Luncheon today 
• Having the right to express ourselves makes this country great 
• There is work to be done in this community, state, and country 

 
Commissioner’s Reports 
Commissioner Skidmore reported on the following: 

• Congratulated Ottawa High School football team 
• Looks forward to Ottawa High School basketball season 
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Commissioner Jorgensen reported on the following: 

• Attended ECKAN’s banquet last night celebrating 50 years 
• Presented an award for Community Action to City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt, received 

by the City of Ottawa from ECKAN 
• ECKAN recognized the City of Ottawa for the city’s help with housing in the community 

 
City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt stated many people work together to make this a better place 
to live and work and to bring voices to those who cannot speak on their own behalf.  
 
Mayor’s Report 
Mayor Caylor reported on the following: 

• Loyalty and fairness are part of what we believe our community deserves 
• Work to better our community 
• Go out and help someone 

 
Announcements 
Mayor Caylor announced the following: 

• November 21, 2016 Study Session, 4:00 pm, City Hall  
• November 24-25, 2016 Thanksgiving Holiday – City Offices CLOSED  
• November 28, 2016 Study Session, 4:00 pm, City Hall  
• December 5, 2016 Study Session, 4:00 pm, City Hall  
• December 7, 2016 Regular Meeting, 7:00 pm, City Hall 

 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Governing Body, Commissioner Skidmore 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Jorgensen, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. The Mayor declared the meeting duly 
adjourned at 10:06 am. 
 
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Amy Finch, City Clerk 
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