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Study Session Minutes 
Ottawa, Kansas 

Minutes of November 14, 2016 
 
The Governing Body met at 4:00 pm this date with the following members present and 
participating to wit:  Mayor pro tem Reed, Commissioner Jorgensen, Commissioner Skidmore, 
and Commissioner Graves. Mayor Caylor was absent. A quorum was present. 
 
Mayor pro tem Reed called the meeting to order.  
 
Public Comments 
None offered at this time.  
 
Minutes to Review 
The Governing Body reviewed minutes from the November 7, 2016 Study Session and agreed by 
consensus to place this item on the next Regular Meeting agenda on November 16, 2016. 
 
Ordinance—Amending Chapters 17 & 18 of Municipal Code 
The Governing Body heard from City Attorney Blaine Finch and Public Works Director Michael 
Haeffele requesting approval of an ordinance to amend Chapters 17 and 18 of the Municipal 
Code to eliminate conflicting height requirements of clearance of limbs above sidewalks.  
 
Mr. Haeffele explained the objective is to bring both chapters into alignment and eliminate 
conflicting height requirements for limb clearance above sidewalks and trees overhanging the 
sidewalk are to be at least 9 feet above the sidewalk for pedestrian traffic.  
 
City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt further explained the City has the equipment to assist 
trimming limbs overhanging the street. It was agreed by consensus to place this item on the next 
Regular Meeting agenda. 
 
2017 Cereal Malt Beverage License Renewals 
The Governing Body heard from Assistant Finance Director Betty Simpson who explained the 
different types of Cereal Malt Beverage (CMB) licenses, the difference between a CMB and a 
Drinking Establishment license, and the different application and licensing processes. Mrs. 
Simpson also reviewed a list of applications received for 2017 CMB License Renewals and the 
Governing Body agreed by consensus to place this item on the next Regular Meeting agenda. 
 
Resolution—Revised Building Permit Fee Schedule 
The Governing Body heard from Community Development Director Wynndee Lee and Chief 
Building Official Jim Sherman who explained the process by which the proposed fees would be 
determined and the revised fee resolution would allow for a more equitable fee assessment based 
on project valuation versus the current method of square foot valuation.  
 
City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt asked Mrs. Lee to provide a fee schedule that shows the fee 
changes in a table and a county fee schedule comparison. It was agreed by consensus to place 
this item on the next Regular Meeting agenda.  
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Update—Budget Amendments 
The Governing Body considered amendments to the 2016 Budget.  Finance Director Scott Bird 
explained the city has two funds that need to be amended before the end of the year.  The first 
being the Library Fund, which resulted in the City receiving more funding from the county for the 
Library for 2015 and 2016.  The second fund is the Special Alcohol Fund which is used to assist 
in the funding of the Dare Officer.  Moneys have been held for the last three years and should be 
transferred to the General Fund. Mr. Bird further explained he will continue to monitor the budget 
for necessary amendments.          
 
City Manager’s Report 
City Manager Richard U. Nienstedt reported there will not be a Joint City/County/USD 290 
luncheon on Wednesday, November 16, 2016. 
 
Commissioner’s Reports 
Commissioner Jorgensen reported on the following: 

• Wednesday, November 16, 2016 – Contractor’s Meeting at 5 pm in City Hall Study 
Session Room 

 
Commissioner Skidmore reported on the following: 

• Ottawa High School football team had a successful year 
• Wished them luck for next season 

 
Mayor pro tem’s Report 
None 
 
Announcements 
Mayor pro tem Reed announced the following: 

• November 16, 2016 Regular Commission Meeting, 9:30 am, City Hall 
• November 21, 2016 Study Session, 4:00 pm, City Hall 
• November 24-25, 2016 Thanksgiving Holiday, City Hall CLOSED 
• November 29, 2016 Leadership Academy Graduation, 6:00 pm, NCCC 
• December 21, 2016 City/County/USD 290 Joint Meeting with Legislators, 12:00 pm, 

Franklin County Annex 
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Governing Body, Commissioner Skidmore 
made a motion, seconded by Commissioner Graves, to adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
considered and upon being put, all present voted aye. Mayor pro tem Reed declared the meeting 
duly adjourned at 4:26 pm.  
 
 
 
____________________________ 
Amy Finch, City Clerk 
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